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Contacts:	  
Felicia	  Pullam,	  Office	  of	  Governor	  Jack	  Markell	  	  
(202)	  255-‐2392	  /	  Felicia.pullam@state.de.us	  	  
Vered	  Nohi-‐Becker,	  Diamond	  State	  Port	  Corporation	  
(302)	  540-‐6374	  /	  vnbecker@port.state.de.us	  

	  
Fact	  Sheet:	  Delaware	  Trade	  Mission	  to	  Chile	  	  

August	  8	  –	  12,	  2011	  
	   	  
Governor	  Jack	  Markell	  will	  lead	  a	  trade	  mission	  to	  one	  of	  Delaware’s	  most	  important	  
trading	  partners	  –	  Chile.	  	  Delegation	  members	  include:	  	  

• Secretary	  Alan	  Levin,	  Director	  of	  the	  Delaware	  Economic	  Development	  Office	  and	  
Chair	  of	  the	  Board	  of	  the	  Diamond	  State	  Port	  Corporation	  

• Gene	  R.	  Bailey,	  Executive	  Director,	  Diamond	  State	  Port	  Corp.	  

• Benjamin	  Leavenworth,	  Honorary	  Consul,	  Consulate	  General	  of	  Chile	  in	  
Philadelphia	  

• Tom	  Keefer,	  Deputy	  Executive	  Director,	  Diamond	  State	  Port	  Corp.	  

• Pat	  Farrell,	  Vice	  President,	  Pacific	  Delaware,	  Inc.	  

The	  objectives	  of	  the	  trip	  are	  to:	  	  

• Strengthen	  relationships	  with	  important	  customers	  for	  the	  Port	  of	  Wilmington	  and	  
thank	  them	  for	  their	  business;	  

• Cement	  an	  extension	  of	  a	  major	  partnership;	  

• Build	  on	  existing	  relationships	  with	  Chilean	  customers	  to	  promote	  Delaware	  as	  a	  
gateway	  to	  the	  United	  States;	  	  

• Promote	  Delaware	  agricultural	  exports.	  

Most	  meetings	  will	  take	  place	  in	  Santiago,	  with	  a	  brief	  visit	  to	  Valparaiso.	  	  Highlights	  are	  
expected	  to	  include:	  	  

• An	  agreement	  signing	  between	  Mr.	  Francisco	  Labarca	  of	  Pacific	  Seaways	  and	  
Governor	  Markell	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  Port	  of	  Wilmington	  to	  extend	  the	  storage	  and	  
distribution	  of	  Chilean	  fruit	  in	  Delaware	  through	  June	  30,	  2014.	  	  	  

• A	  variety	  of	  meetings	  with	  members	  of	  the	  business	  community.	  

• Meetings	  with	  senior	  Chilean	  officials,	  including	  the	  Minister	  of	  Agriculture,	  Jose	  
Antonio	  Galilea;	  Senator	  Guido	  Girardi-‐Lavin,	  President	  of	  the	  Chilean	  Senate;	  Felix	  
De	  Vicente,	  Director,	  ProChile,	  Rear	  Admiral	  Francisco	  Garcia-‐Huidobro	  of	  the	  
Chilean	  Navy;	  “Intendente”(Governor)	  Raúl	  Celis	  Montt	  of	  the	  Valparaiso	  region.	  
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What	  Chilean	  Fruit	  Means	  to	  Delaware	  

The	  Port	  of	  Wilmington	  is	  the	  nation’s	  leading	  port	  for	  fruit	  cargo	  and	  a	  major	  East	  
Coast	  gateway	  for	  Chilean	  fruit,	  including	  table	  grapes,	  as	  well	  as	  blueberries,	  plums,	  
nectarines,	  apricots,	  peaches,	  cherries,	  kiwi,	  and	  other	  deciduous	  fruit.	  

• Chilean	  fruit	  generates	  more	  than	  650	  direct	  and	  indirect	  jobs	  and	  approximately	  
$2.6	  million	  in	  tax	  revenue	  for	  Delaware	  and	  the	  region.	  	  

• Because	  Chile	  is	  in	  the	  Southern	  Hemisphere,	  their	  harvests	  complement	  ours;	  
fresh	  Chilean	  fruit	  is	  imported	  from	  December	  through	  April.	  

• Chilean	  fruit	  volume	  at	  the	  Port	  of	  Wilmington	  during	  the	  2010-‐2011	  season	  
increased	  by	  nearly	  20%	  season-‐over-‐season.	  	  

• Nearly	  10	  percent	  of	  Chile’s	  total	  trade	  with	  the	  United	  States	  is	  done	  with	  the	  
Delaware	  Valley	  region.	  

• The	  fruit	  is	  trucked	  to	  distribution	  centers	  and	  supermarkets	  throughout	  the	  U.S.	  
and	  Canada.	  	  Giumarra	  International	  Marketing;	  William	  H.	  Kopke,	  Jr.	  Inc.;	  Jac	  
Vandenberg,	  Inc.;	  Dole	  Deciduous;	  Dayka	  and	  Hackett;	  Wal-‐Mart	  Stores	  and	  
Pandol	  Brothers	  Inc.	  are	  some	  of	  the	  major	  Port	  customers	  that	  have	  selected	  
Wilmington	  as	  their	  East	  Coast	  hub	  for	  Chilean	  fruit.	  	  	  

World-‐Class	  Facilities	  

An	  economic	  engine	  for	  the	  State	  of	  Delaware	  and	  the	  region,	  the	  Port	  of	  Wilmington	  is	  
responsible	  for	  14,900	  jobs,	  $405	  million	  in	  business	  revenue,	  and	  $28	  million	  in	  
annual	  local	  taxes.	  	  	  It	  is	  also	  home	  to	  North	  America’s	  largest	  on-‐terminal	  refrigerated	  
facility.	  	  

• Chilean	  fruit	  is	  stored	  in	  approximately	  40%	  of	  the	  Port’s	  800,000	  square	  feet	  of	  
refrigerated	  warehouse	  capacity.	  	  

• Earlier	  this	  year,	  four	  state-‐of-‐the-‐art	  Rapid	  Cool	  chambers	  were	  installed	  to	  
reduce	  the	  temperature	  of	  fruit	  from	  40°F	  to	  between	  32°F	  and	  34°F	  in	  3.5	  hours.	  

• Rapid	  cooling	  slows	  the	  ripening	  process	  and	  thereby	  increases	  the	  shelf	  life	  and	  
ultimately	  the	  commercial	  value	  of	  the	  fruit.	  	  

The	  Port	  of	  Wilmington	  and	  the	  Town	  of	  Peralillo	  

In	  February	  2010,	  an	  earthquake	  measuring	  8.8	  in	  magnitude	  struck	  Chile.	  	  The	  Port	  of	  
Wilmington	  rallied	  the	  Port	  community	  to	  collect	  more	  than	  $42,500	  to	  contribute	  to	  
reconstruction	  efforts	  in	  the	  Town	  of	  Peralillo,	  155	  miles	  southwest	  of	  Santiago.	  	  The	  
funds	  purchased	  5,500	  sheets	  of	  galvanized	  steel	  roofing	  material	  for	  residential	  
construction,	  as	  well	  as	  fifty	  portable	  toilets.	  


